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Work Zone Safety y
Awareness 

Tool Box Safety TalkTool Box Safety Talk
Provided by

with permission from 
GA Struck By Hazards AllianceGA Struck By Hazards Alliance



3/29/2011

2

ALABAMA STRUCK-BY HAZARDS
ALLIANCE PARTICIPANTSALLIANCE PARTICIPANTS
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Alliance Goalsa ce Goa s
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Work Zone Facts
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Struck-By Causes in a Work Zone:

• Distracted Drivers
• Blind Spots

St uc y Causes a o o e

• Blind Spots
• Night Work
• Run Overs & Back OversRun Overs & Back Overs



3/29/2011

7

Distracted Drivers
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What Is Distracted Driving?
There are three main types of distraction:

• Visual taking your eyes off the road• Visual — taking your eyes off the road
• Manual — taking your hands off the wheel
• Cognitive — taking your mind off what you’re doing

Distracted driving is any non-driving activity a person engages in thatDistracted driving is any non driving activity a person engages in that      
has the potential to distract him or her from the primary task of driving and 
increase the risk of crashing.

While all distractions can endanger drivers’ safety, g y,

TEXTING
is the most alarming because it involves all three types of distraction.



3/29/2011

9

• Cell phone use has grown exponentially from 1988 through 2009. 

Distracted Drivers – The Facts
p g p y g

About 89 percent, or approximately 277 million of all Americans, 
have a cell phone, according to CTIA – The Wireless Association

• 77 percent of people surveyed reported that they talk on the phone 
while driving at least some of the timewhile driving at least some of the time. 

• Drivers who use hand-held devices while driving are four times as 
likely to get into crashes.

• The portion of drivers reportedly distracted at the time of the fatalThe portion of drivers reportedly distracted at the time of the fatal 
crashes increased from 7 percent in 2005 to 11 percent in 2009.
• In 2009, 5,474 people were killed in U.S. roadways and
• An estimated additional 448,000 were injured in motor 

vehicle crashes that were reported to have involved distracted 
driving. 
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Distracted Driving

To view the The US Department of Transportation’s Website
addressing Distracting Driving  visit:

http://www.distraction.gov/faces/index.html
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Blind Spots
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Blind Spots

• Ensure back up alarms are on all mobile equipment
• When possible, plan project to allow for drive‐through 

operations that will limit the need for vehicles to back upoperations that will limit the need for vehicles to back up
• The signal person must know the operator’s blind spots and         

remain visible to the operator at all times
• The signal person must use clearly understood hand 

signals or standard traffic control devices
• When operating equipment know the blind spots and  swing          

radius
• Reduce foot traffic in areas where mobile equipment q p

will be working; establish designated travel areas 
with barricades if possible
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Runovers and Backovers
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Best Practices for Operator Safety
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If Applicable:

Utility Operations
If Applicable:
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Surveyor Protection from the Public

If Applicable:



3/29/2011

21

Surveyor Protection from the Public
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AndAnd

Don’t Text and Drive
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Appreciation is extended toAppreciation is extended to 
OSHA and the 

Georgia Struck By Hazards Alliance
for partial information included in this document.

Appreciation is extended to Lamar Advertising 
for the creation of the Alabama Struck By Logo


